	BIBLIOGRAPHY OF FILMS AND VIDEOS OF JEWS FROM ARAB COUNTRIES


The Forgotten Refugees - A documentary film and educational portal about the mass exodus of up to one million Jews from Arab countries and Iran in the 20th century. By The David Project, non-profit educational initiative. Available through www.theforgottenrefugees.com
The Silent Exodus - And if they came from Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, Libya, Egypt, Syria, Iraq or from Yemen, if they had lost everything, even their relatives and their cemeteries, they were ready to rebuild their lives in the West and for many - in Israel - and try to forget their past—without ever asking for compensation or the right of return, or even wishing that their story be told. A film by documentarian Pierre Rehov. Available through www.pierrerehov.com or Haggiti@hotmail.com
 L'Exode oublié, Juifs des pays arabes (Forgotten Exodus, Jews of Arab Countries)
Documentary film in French by Moise Rahamni.  Available through: www.moise.sefarad.org/ouvrages/arabe/index.html
The Last Jews of Baghdad: End of an Exile; Beginning of a Journey - In 2004, there are just 26 Jews living in Iraq from a population of over 160,000. A documentary examining the historical and personal journey of Jews through persecution, torture, escape and exile in the Middle Eastern land now known as Iraq. Jews have lived in Iraq since 586 BCE, at one time numbering as many as 160,000. Today, just 22 of this once vibrant community remain. The Last Jews of Baghdad: End of an Exile, Beginning of a Journey shares first-person accounts from members of this exiled group, putting Iraq's complicated political history in context and providing a lens through which to understand today's headlines. This film asks the twofold question, “Why did the Iraqi Jews leave and in a post-Saddam Iraq will they return?” D-Squared Media, NYC http://lastjewsofbaghdad.com 
Searching For Baghdad: A Daughter's Journey - Searching For Baghdad documents Carole Basri’s travels to find the remnants of her heritage, outside of Iraq. With an eye toward history, her 21st century search leads her to the Iraqi-Jewish outposts established in the 19th century in the Far East. As she visits India, Hong Kong, Singapore and even Myanmar she seeks out the people, culture and contributions left by those Iraqi Jews who ventured out of Baghdad looking for a better life. As Carole journeys from synagogue to synagogue and sees food, music and names that could only have come from Baghdad, her desire to see the place of her ancestor’s origin grows deeper. However, witnessing the enduring contributions of her ancestors to their adopted homes while realizing they still maintained their Iraqi-Jewish roots made her search a success. D-Squared Media, NYC http://lastjewsofbaghdad.com 

The Life of Frank Iny: A Granddaughter's Journey - The Life of Frank Iny tells the story of a man whose search for religious freedom took him from Baghdad to India, Belgium, Berlin, Israel and New York. His name was Frank Iny and this film is a tribute from his granddaughter, Carole Basri, an attorney living in New York City.  Frank Iny was a highly respected Iraqi-Jewish businessman, philanthropist and leader. He established a very successful school for the children of his community, in 1941, when Jews were no longer welcome in the state run schools. Throughout his 81 years, Frank Iny’s survival and that of his family were tested. In fact, his stories of escape and persecution are, sadly, not unique among the Iraqi-Jews whose numbers in that country shrank from over 200,000 in the early 1900’s to only 40 living there today.  D-Squared Media, NYC http://lastjewsofbaghdad.com 
Our Time To Speak - Video produced by the Association of Jews from Egypt and recording the testimonies of Jews who fled Egypt. Avai lable from Maurice Maleh, 4 Folly Close, Radlett, Herts (01923 85 6801).

From Morocco to Montréal - Solly Lévy from Morocco to Montréal takes the audience into the world of Solly Lévy, a Sephardic Jew who came to Canada from Morocco in 1968. www.whitepinepictures.com 

In the Shadows/ Forgotten Jews of Syria - Interviewed in silouette, several Syrian Jews tell about their lives in that Arab community. There are less than 4000 Jews [c. 1995] in Syria, and they were afraid to reveal their identities, but in the “shadows” they tell of the doom and terror under which they live. The interviews are interspersed with experts who tell about this community and its history. Beth Hatefutsoth - The Israel Diaspora Museum http://www.bh.org.il 

Jew of Iran - This film concentrates on Jews living in Iran presently, with an eye on recent historic developments. In Tehran, young and old Jews speak about different kinds of discrimination as well as friendships between two tolerant Muslim and Jewish families.  NIK Media, The Netherlands. www.joodseomroep.nl 

Day of Deliverance - Composed of footage showing the historic break-up for the DP camps of Germany following WWII, on the closing of the Cyprus detention camps, and on Operation Magic Carpet which brought the Jews of Yemen to Israel. By the American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee.  www.yivoinstitute.org 

A Summer in La Goulette - A comedy that explores the complicated relationships in the Middle East. The place is La Goulette, a small Tunisian harbor town. The time is a few months before the 6-Day War in June 1967, a time when people of different religions in North Africa exist side by side. Flach Pyramide Intnl. French with English subtitles. www.jhvc.org
Doda Diya - Diya, is a widow. She lives a simple life. She has waited 40 years to return to the Island of Djerba. It is her dream. She arrives in Tunisia and Djerba with hundreds of other Jews for a memorial event in celebration of a righteous woman. Maale School of TV Film and Arts, Jerusalem. Hebrew with English subtitles. mahale06@inter.net.il 

Home - As a Baghdad-born Israeli family watch the live CNN images of the Gulf War on their television, the images of bombed-out Baghdad evoke potent memories of their Iraqi-Jewish past. The Jerusalem Film & Television School. (972) 2/731-950 / fax:(972) 2/731-949 www.jsfs.co.il
I Miss The Sun - Mary Halawani, the filmmaker, takes a look at the life of her grandmother, Rosette Hakim, who was born in Egypt. She uses the Pesach seder, which tells the story of the Hebrew's exodus from Egypt, as a symbol of her grandmother's exodus from modern Egypt. National Center for Jewish Film or (718) 858-4898. www.brandeis.edu/jewishfilm 

In The Beginning: Once Upon a Time... There Were Arab Jews - A story of Jews living in the Islamic world as neighbors with Moslems. The memories of 3 generations of a family now living in France, but from Laghouat, Algeria. They recall a Islamic Jewish culture where Jews and Muslims worked, studied and socialized together, and sought common ground in the Torah and the Koran. French and Arabic with English Subtitles; Les Films d'ici, films.dici@wanadoo.fr Tel: 33 1 4452 2323. 

The Jews of Djerba [Tunisia] - This video explores the rich history and customs of this unique place. The Jews left Babylon over 2,500 years ago and were scattered over a wide geographical terrain. The Jewish community on this island sees itself as the remnant of an earlier congregation, and it claims to have the “Ghriba” stones from the Temple.  National Center for Jewish Film www.brandeis.edu/jewishfilm
Soleil - Professor Levy, a surgeon in Paris, suffers a heart attack in the opening scene of the film, and flashes back to his Algerian Jewish boyhood. Sophia Loren acts in the role of his mother, Mamma Titine. It is a beautifully shot, sentimental but occasionally splendid evocation of a WWII boyhood in a large Jewish family in Algiers. Mamma raised five children, while Papa worked in a Paris post office under a non-Jewish name. Meyer is her favorite, yet rebellious, child. In Vichy controlled Algeria, Meyer is expelled from school at age 13, but reinstated. President Films, 2 rue Lord Byron, Paris 75008, France, 011-33-1-45-628222

Braids - Based on a true story, Braids tells the tale of So’ad, a fourteen-year-old Jewish girl imprisoned by the Iraqi government in 1947 for her participation in the Zionist movement. The film illuminates a complex and sensitive period of Jewish life in Iraq when Jews felt their security threatened as antisemitism surfaced with the growth of Zionism. Jailed for three years, So’ad joined other political prisoners in a campaign of disobedience until Iraq opened its gates in 1950 and allowed Jews to emigrate to Israel. This program holds strong appeal for those interested in Sephardic culture. Israel Educational TV; National Center for Jewish Film www.brandeis.edu/jewishfilm
Nana: Un Portrait - From her apartment in New York, eighty-year-old Louise Zilkha reviews the highlights of her life that began with a traditional Jewish upbringing in Baghdad. Zilkha reminisces about her youth, of playing Queen Esther and of her arranged courtship and marriage to a leading Middle Eastern banker. She talks about the often turbulent coexistence of Iraqi Jews and Moslems, and of the persecution and threats that led the family on a journey out of Iraq to Beirut, Cairo, and finally, New York. The film is at once a very personal portrait and a documentary tribute to a lost culture. National Center for Jewish Film www.brandeis.edu/jewishfilm 

Pillar of Salt - Based on the autobiographical novel by sociologist Albert Memmi, Pillar of Salt captures the cultural richness and social complexity of a Jewish boy's life in Tunisia, North Africa. Alexander, age 13, is an expressive and intelligent boy who sensitively responds to conflicting pressures from surrounding French and Arab societies. A rare opportunity to see the unique customs of Jewish life in Tunisia, including Sabbath dinner and Alexander's bar mitzvah. National Center for Jewish Film www.brandeis.edu/jewishfilm 

Return to Oulad Moumen - In south Marrakesh amidst the olive groves lies the village of Oulad Moumen where Habiba and Yossef Edery began their family in the 1920s. Director Genini, the youngest of the nine Edery children, organized a family reunion in 1992 to bring her family (now dispersed geographically and culturally) together in the place where is all began. 50 members of the family, came from Morocco, France, America, Canada, Mexico, Italy, and Israel to Oulad Moumen to learn of the dynasty’s origins. Genini melds the family reunion with archival photos, giving both a personal view of a Sephardic family and a historical picture of Jewish-Arabic-Berber coexistence in Oulad Moumen. National Center for Jewish Film www.brandeis.edu/jewishfilm
4

