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The forgotten refugees

Jewish refugees from Arab states just as important

as Palestinian refugees

Uzi Arad
Published: 06.08.08, 22:04 / Israel Opinion

As Israel and the Palestinians negotiate the principles of a final-
status agreement, while looking into mechanisms that would
resolve the Palestinian refugee problem, it is important to call
their attention to the refugees who have been ignored – the
Jews who left Arab countries just before and just after 1948.
 
While the Palestinian refugee problem has been granted
preferential treatment compared to any other refugees, it
appears that the question of Jewish refugees has been
forgotten. The issue has been dealt with mainly by NGOs such
as the Justice for Jews of Arab Countries (JJAC) and Jewish
leaders such as Irwin Cotler.
 
According to JJAC figures, about 850,000 Jews left Arab
countries in 1948 – slightly more than the estimated number of
Palestinians who left the Land of Israel. It is noteworthy that
Jewish communities existed in Arab countries for hundreds of
years, including some that preceded the Muslim occupation,
following which the Jews along with the Christians were
considered “second class citizens.”
 
In the 20th Century, the civil rights of Jewish communities were
curbed. The Jews were subjected to confiscation of property,
discrimination, pogroms, abuse on the part of authorities, and at
times even executions. As a result, more than a million Jews left
Arab countries since Israel’s establishment. According to
estimates, only about 5,000 Jews remain in Arab countries
today.
 
The Palestinian refugee problem has enjoyed great international
attention: Out of 681 UN resolutions pertaining to the Middle
Eastern conflict, about 101 pertain to Palestinian refugees, and
immense
international
funds were
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invested in
supporting
them. At the
same time,
even though
the question
of Jews who
left Arab
countries was
granted legal
and political
status (on two
opportunities,
the UN High
Commission
for Refugees
confirmed that
Jews who left Arab states following 1948 are refugees who
deserve UN assistance) the issue was not promoted in practice.
 

Principle of reciprocity

Jewish refugees received indirect formal expression in
agreements and treaties where the issue of refugees is
expressed using language that implies parallelism, without
explicitly noting whether a refugee is Palestinian or Jewish. This
is how the issue was worded in Resolution 242, in the peace
treaties with Egypt and Jordan, in the Oslo Accords, and in the
understandings of the Madrid Conference.
 
Until today, Israeli government elements have not given
operative weight to the issue. Indeed, in the framework of the
Netanyahu government’s preparations for final-status talks, the
principles of parallelism and reciprocity were drafted in a manner
that would condition progress on the Palestinian refugee issue
on parallel progress with respect to Jewish refugees.
 
President Clinton accepted this outline and it appeared that the
Barak government was willing to adopt it, yet according to
testaments by JJAC members and others, the last two
governments neglected the issue and refrained from placing it
on the operative agenda.
 
Now, in order to close the gap, it is essential to act on two
fronts: Firstly, on the legal-principled level – entrench the issue
as a permanent element in any framework and agreement, in a
similar manner to the way this is done with Palestinian refugees.
Secondly, on the practical level – apply the principal of
reciprocity, according to which there will be no progress on the
issue of Palestinian refugees without progress on the issue of
Jewish refugees.
 
Only such condition would grant the issue the leverage needed
to place it on the agenda and to stimulate it. This explains the
significance of legislation adopted in April by the US Congress –
which obligates the Administration – according to which any
explicit reference to Palestinian refugees must be accompanied
by a similar explicit reference to the Jewish refugees.
 
It would be appropriate for the Israeli Knesset not to trail behind
the US Congress and pose a similar demand. However, the
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 103 Talkbacks for this article    See all talkbacks

1. Jewish Refugees
Staffan Hultman,  Stockholm, Sweden  (06.08.08)

2. How would you define a Jewish refugee?
Observer (06.08.08)

3. ariel sharon spoke up about it
zionist forever (06.08.08)

4. Jewish refugees; our asset, we want it back
Arab (06.08.08)

5. come home baby

 (06.08.08)

6. Many WALKED to Israel eg from Yemen
Marty R,  NYC USA  (06.09.08)

7. Our Property In Alexandria, Egypt...
Seth,  Washington, DC  (06.09.08)

8. #2 why don't you investigage it ....Its well known
rachel,  usa  (06.09.08)

9. Refugees?
aj,  USA  (06.08.08)

10. No 2. 95% of Jews from Arab countries forced to leave
SEMSEM,  New York, USA  (06.09.08)

11. No Justice for Jews from Arab lands
EgyptJewRefugee,  Geneva, Switzerland  (06.09.08)

12. We want the Truth and to be recognised
Laila,  Montreal, Canada  (06.09.08)

13. Israeli Relations with other Arab states must be seperate
Johan Odin,  Oslo, Norway  (06.09.08)

14. #2 Not a problem Observer
Cynthia,  USA  (06.09.08)

issue obliges the Israeli government even more so, and it must
not leave it up to organizations and Jewish leaders in the
Diaspora.
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15. 2, observor
deke (06.09.08)

16. #2
 (06.09.08)

17. 2
zionist forever (06.09.08)

18. Nothing to do with the Palestinians.
Bea,  UK  (06.09.08)

19. If they want to come back they are more than welcome
Feras,  Ejerusalem Palestine  (06.09.08)

20. #2, You have it backwards
JAy3,  Israel  (06.09.08)

21. # 2
Mark,  Lodz, Poland  (06.09.08)

22. to #2
Shoshannah,  Jerusalem, Israel  (06.09.08)

23. Arab refugee and jewish refugee.
Robert Bernier,  Tel Aviv  (06.09.08)

24. #2: Wrong; some Palestinians went on their own too.  (End)
Gideon (06.09.08)

25. FINALLY ! THIS ISSUE IS BEING FORMULATED TOO.  (End)
Sephardi Jew (06.09.08)

26. "observer", your ignorance never ceases to amaze
Raymond in DC,  Washington, DC USA  (06.09.08)

27. The Forgotten Refugees
Joseph Wahed,  Moraga, USA  (06.09.08)

28. #4 You must feel terrible
Aharon (06.09.08)

29. True or false??
EGW,  vancouver canada  (06.09.08)

30. Syrian Jews
EGW,  vancouver canada  (06.09.08)

31. #2 My family had no choice but to leave Morocco
Mireille,  US  (06.09.08)

32. Let Me Explain Simply and Clearly

Adam,  Los Angeles  (06.09.08)

33. #2 is another observer  (End)
observer (06.09.08)

34. #13, go back to learn history
Ted,  UK  (06.09.08)

35. No. 10 Semsem
NYC Girl (06.09.08)

36. #1 Luxury Class Refugees
gadees,  vanco.  (06.09.08)

37. #6 Walking all the Way to Israel WOW
gadees,  vanco.  (06.09.08)

38. #9 Happy Refugees
gadees,  Vanco.  (06.09.08)

39. #20 Are you a Sabra??
gadees,  vanco.  (06.09.08)

40. #27The Forgotten Refugees of Fifth Av.
gadees,  vanco.  (06.09.08)

41. Jewish refugees
Said,  London,UK  (06.09.08)

42. Yes
cfs,  Tlse, France  (06.09.08)

43. Arab states would be forced to pay billions!
The Doc,  Haifa, Israel  (06.09.08)

44. #33. "Observer" or "observer" = same trash, different style.  (End)
The Doc,  Haifa, Israel  (06.09.08)
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45. #13 No need for advice from false "Norwegians"  (End)
The Doc,  Haifa, Israel  (06.09.08)

46. # 18
Thomas (06.09.08)

47. #9 wrong,read you history  (End)
rachel,  usa  (06.09.08)

48. #13 don't deny the truth  (End)
rachel,  usa  (06.09.08)

49. All Jews everywhere forever
steve from raleigh (06.09.08)

50. No. 36
NYC Girl (06.09.08)

51. #2 HOW WOULD YOU DEFINE A JEWISH REFUGEE?
petra,  USA  (06.09.08)

52. To 13 heres a clear response
Dude (06.09.08)

53. # 41 Just as It wasn't the Arab Jews who Kicked Out
Thomas (06.09.08)

54. # 36 Ther are No Jewish Refugee Camps
Thomas (06.09.08)

55. These pawns of the Jewish Agency were never "refugees".
Chanalau, Tova,  London, UK  (06.09.08)

56. #2: How to distinguish Palestinian refugee from any Arab?  (End)
Jack,  San Diego, USA  (06.09.08)

57. Arab countries demanded the Palestinian Arabs leave
Jake (06.09.08)

58. #23, Robert Bernier speaks the truth  (End)
Jake (06.09.08)

59. Gadees #36 drops a red herring
Jake (06.09.08)

60. #53 What a stupid comment!
Said,  London, UK  (06.09.08)

61. #49 steve from raleigh
Said,  London, UK  (06.09.08)

62. #55 Chana LoTova Jewish refugees were "absorbed"
Cynthia,  USA  (06.09.08)

63. Jewish Refugees
Joe,  Israel  (06.09.08)

64. # 53
Thomas (06.09.08)

65. The author brings up...
Sean,  Montreal, Quebac  (06.09.08)

66. Wait - we should do NOTHING!
Robby,  San Jose, USA  (06.10.08)

67. Said - London - be humane?
Robby,  San Jose, USA  (06.10.08)

68. #34-Your so-called Historical fact is in Fact a Fabrication
Johan Odin,  Oslo, Norway  (06.10.08)

69. #68 Jews were majority in area alloted them
Cynthia,  USA  (06.10.08)

70. #60 and # 61
 (06.10.08)

71. For a Good laugh read #68's comments
adam,  los angeles  (06.10.08)

72. #36 hahahahahaha what a joke  (End)
rachel,  usa  (06.10.08)

73. #37who do you think you are ?
rachel,  usa  (06.10.08)

74. #39 you go read some real history ...
rachel,  usa  (06.10.08)
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75. #40 yes you and and the UN still deny recognition of the
rachel,  usa  (06.10.08)

76. #41 why is it always the palestinian ....jews were also
rachel,  usa  (06.10.08)

77. #42 Enrico Macias can't even go to Algeria
rachel,  usa  (06.10.08)

78. #70 Finally a voice of reason in Iran  (End)
Cynthia,  USA  (06.10.08)

79. # 2 I assume your a kid.
petra,  usa  (06.10.08)

80. #68 - Read #69 !!!
Ted,  UK  (06.10.08)

81. To 68 Esco? This is pro one state solution
 (06.10.08)

82. Johan Odin - you did read the whole history book!
Robby,  San Jose, USA  (06.10.08)

83. #70 - Thank you Mahmood
Robby,  San Jose, USA  (06.10.08)

84. #36 Gadees
Robby,  San Jose, USA  (06.10.08)

85. #2 - Observer
Michael,  Ra'anana, Israel  (06.10.08)

86. #55 - Chanlau
Michael,  Ra'anana, Israel  (06.10.08)

87. # 13 -Johan Odin
Michael,  Ra'anana, Israel  (06.10.08)

88. Response to list in #32
andrew r (06.11.08)

89. #46
What?,  America  (06.11.08)

90. # 89
Thomas (06.11.08)

91. #70 Thank you Mahmood , I am very impressed by your words of
rachel,  usa  (06.11.08)

92. #88 Andrew R - I didn't want to respond but...
Robby,  San Jose, USA  (06.11.08)

93. If you're still around Robby...
andrew r (06.14.08)

94. # 93
Thomas (06.14.08)

95. re: Thomas
andrew r (06.15.08)

96. # 95
Thomas (06.15.08)

97. re: Thomas
andrew r (06.16.08)

98. #93 - Andrew R - I'm still around
Robby,  San Jose, USA  (06.16.08)

99. TO # 55 CHANALULU-- SOUR LEMONS
AVRUM,  CANADA  (06.16.08)

100. TO #39 gadeeees vanco. -- A REAL LOSER
AVRUM,  CANADA  (06.16.08)

101. re: Robby #98
andrew r (06.16.08)

102. # 97
Thomas (06.16.08)

103. Andrew R #101 - Philosophically speaking
Robby,  San Jose, USA  (06.16.08)
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